
     
School District of Ashland 

 
By the end of 7th

 cit cite textual evidence to support analysis of 
what the text says as well as inferences drawn 
from the text 

 Grade, students are expected to: 
 
English Language Arts 
Reading - Literature 

 determine a theme of a text and analyze its 
development 

 analyze how particular elements of a story or 
drama interact 

 determine the meaning of words, analyze the 
impact of rhymes and other repetitions of 
sounds 

 analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or 
structure contributes to its meaning 

 analyze how an author develops and contrasts 
the points of view of different characters 

 compare and contrast a written story, drama, 
or poem to its audio, filmed, staged, or 
multimedia version, analyzing the effects of 
techniques unique to each medium 

 compare and contrast a fictional account of the 
same period, understanding how authors use 
or alter history 

 
Reading - Informational Texts 
 cite textual evidence to support analysis of the 

text as well as inferences drawn 
 determine two central ideas in a text and 

analyze their development; provide an 
objective summary 

 analyze the interactions between individuals, 
events and ideas in a text  

 determine the meaning of words and phrases, 
including figurative, connotative and technical 
meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word 
choice 

 analyze the structure an author uses to 
organize a text  

 determine an author’s point of view 

 compare and contrast a text to a 
multimedia version of the text, analyzing 
each medium’s portrayal 

 trace and evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text 

 analyze how authors writing about the 
same topic shape their presentations of key 
information by interpretations of facts 

 
Writing  
 write arguments to support claims 
 write informative/explanatory texts to 

examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts 
and information through the selection, 
organization and analysis of relevant 
content 

 write narratives to develop real or imagined 
events using effective technique, relevant 
descriptive details and well-structured 
event sequences 

 produce writing in which the development, 
organization and style are appropriate to 
task, purpose and audience 

 with guidance and support, develop and 
strengthen writing as needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting 

 use technology, to produce and publish 
writing and cite sources to interact 

 conduct short research projects to answer a 
question 

 gather relevant information from multiple 
print and digital sources, using search terms 
effectively 

 draw evidence from texts to support 
analysis, reflection and research  

 write routinely over extended time frames 
and shorter time frames  

 
Speaking and Listening  
 engage in a range of collaborative 

discussions on grade 7 topics, texts and 
issues, building on others’ ideas and 
expressing their own clearly 
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 analyze main ideas and supporting details 

presented in diverse media and explain how 
the ideas clarify the topic under study  

 delineate and evaluate a speaker’s argument 
and claims. 

 present claims and findings; use appropriate 
eye contact, adequate volume and clear 
pronunciation 

 include multimedia components and visual 
displays in presentations  

 adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks 
 

Language  
 demonstrate command of the conventions of 

Standard English grammar and usage when 
writing or speaking 

 demonstrate command of the conventions of 
Standard English capitalization, punctuation 
and spelling 

 use knowledge of language and its conventions 
when writing, speaking, reading, or listening 

 determine the meaning of unknown and 
multiple-meaning words and phrases based on 
grade 7 reading and content 

 demonstrate understanding of figurative 
language, word relationships, and nuances in 
word meanings 

 acquire and use grade-appropriate academic 
and domain-specific words and phrases 
 

Math 
Ratios and Proportional Relationships 
 Analyze proportional relationships and use 

them to solve real-world and mathematical 
problems 

 compute unit rates associated with ratios of 
fractions, including ratios of lengths, areas and 
other quantities measured in like or different 
units 

 recognize and represent proportional 
relationships between quantities 

 use proportional relationships to solve multi-
step ratio and percent problems 

The Number System 
 apply and extend previous understandings 

of operations with fractions to add, 
subtract, multiply and divide rational 
numbers 

 apply and extend previous understandings 
of addition and subtraction to add and 
subtract rational numbers; represent 
addition and subtraction on a horizontal or 
vertical number line diagram 

 apply and extend previous understandings 
of multiplication and division and of 
fractions to multiply and divide rational 
numbers 

 solve real-world and mathematical 
problems involving the four operations with 
rational numbers 

 
Expressions and Equations 
 use properties of operations to generate 

equivalent expressions 
 apply properties of operations as strategies 

to add, subtract, factor and expand linear 
expressions with rational coefficients 

 understand that rewriting an expressions in 
different forms in a problem context can 
shed light on the problem and how the 
quantities in it are related 

 solve real-life and mathematical problems 
using numerical and algebraic expressions 
and equations 

 solve multi-step real-life and mathematical 
problems posed with positive and negative 
rational numbers in any form, using tools 
strategically  

 apply properties of operations to calculate 
with numbers in any form; convert between 
forms as appropriate; and assess the 
reasonableness of answers using mental 
computation and estimation strategies 
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 use variables to represent quantities in a real-

world or mathematical problem and constrict 
simple equations and inequalities to solve 
problems by reasoning about the quantities 

 
Geometry 
 draw, construct, and describe geometrical 

figures and describe the relationships between 
them 

 solve problems involving scale drawings of 
geometric figures, including computing actual 
lengths and areas from a scare drawing and 
reproducing a scare drawing at a different scale 

 draw (freehand, with ruler and protractor, and 
with technology) geometric shapes with given 
conditions  

 describe the two-dimensional figures that 
result from slicing three-dimensional figures, as 
in plane sections of right rectangular prisms 
and right rectangular pyramids 

 solve real-life and mathematical problems 
involving angle measure, area, surface area and 
volume 

 know the formulas for the area and 
circumference of a circle and use them to solve 
problems; give an informal derivation of the 
relationship between the circumference and 
area of a circle 

 use facts about supplementary, complimentary, 
vertical and adjacent angles                                                                   
in a multi-step problem to write and solve 
simple equations for an unknown angle in a 
figure 

 solve real-world and mathematical problems 
involving area, volume and surface area of two- 
and three-dimensional objects composed of 
triangles, quadrilaterals, polygons, cubes and 
right prisms 
 

Statistics and Probability 
 use random sampling to draw inferences about 

population 

 understand that statistics can be used to 
gain information about a population by 
examining a sample of the population 
understand that random sampling tends to 
produce representative samples and 
support valid inferences 

 use data from a random sample to draw 
inferences about a population with an 
unknown characteristic of interest  

 generate multiple samples of the same size 
to gauge the variation in estimates or 
predictions 

 draw informal comparative inferences 
about two populations 

 informally assess the degree of visual 
overlap of two numerical data distributions 
with similar variabilities, measuring the 
difference between the centers by 
expressing it as a multiple of a measure of 
variability   

 use measures of centers and measure of 
variability for numerical data from random 
samples to draw informal comparative 
inferences about two populations 

 investigate chance processes and develop, 
use and evaluate probability models 

 understand that the probability of a chance 
event is a number between 1 and 1 that 
expresses the likelihood of the event 
occurring. a probability near 0 indicates an 
unlikely event, a probability around ½ 
indicates an event that is neither unlikely 
nor likely, and a probability near 1 indicates 
a likely event 

 approximate the probability of a chance 
event by collecting data on the chance 
process that produces it and observing its 
long-run relative frequency, and predicts 
the approximate relative frequency given 
the probability 
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 develop a probability model and use it to find 

probabilities of events 
  compare probabilities from a model to 

observed frequencies; if the agreement is not 
good, explain possible sources of the 
discrepancy 

 find probabilities of compound events using 
organized lists, tables, tree diagrams and 
simulation 

 
Science 
Uniform Systems  
 identify, describe and apply the steps of the 

scientific method 
 select the appropriate metric unit and tool to 

accurately measure volume, mass and distance 
 identify variables that exist in an experiment 
 incorporate an appropriate control into an 

experiment 
 construct a graph to organize and analyze data 
 state a conclusion based on data  
 identify various tools and state how these tools 

are used in science and related fields (simple 
and compound microscopes, x-rays, electron 
microscopes, CT scans, lasers, and MRIs) 

 
 Living Things  
 describe the formation of earth 
 discuss theories about how life formed on earth 
 identify the basic characteristics of living things 
 define metabolism 
 identify the basic needs of living things 
 distinguish between elements and compounds 
 describe the organic compounds that are the 

building blocks of life 
 explain the idea of spontaneous generation and 

give at least one example 
 
Cell Theory 
 state the cell theory 
 describe the structures and functions of a 

typical cell 

 compare a plant and animal cell and 
identify differences 

 explain the life processes preformed by a 
cell (metabolism, respiration, diffusion, 
osmosis, active transport) 

 describe the events that occur during cell 
division 

 describe the five levels of organization o 
living things 

 
Classification 
 give examples of how classification is used 

in daily life and in science 
 explain how binomial nomenclature is used 

to classify living things 
 explain how the modern system of 

classification groups organisms according to 
their basic characteristics and gives a 
unique name to each organism 

 list, in correct order, the seven major 
classification groups 

 explain the difference between organisms 
that are autotrophs and organisms that are   
heterotrophs 

 list characteristics of each of the kingdoms 
in the classification system that recognizes 
five kingdoms 

 
Viruses / Monerans/Bacteria  
 list the life functions that viruses can and 

cannot perform 
 describe how a bacteriophage virus uses a 

living cell to reproduce 
 describe how viruses can be helpful or 

harmful to other living things 
 identify the major structures of a bacterium 
 explain how bacteria obtain energy as 

autotrophs or heterotrophs 
 explain the importance of bacteria as 

decomposers 
 list ways in which bacteria can be harmful 

or helpful to other living things 
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Protists  
 identify characteristics common to all protists 
 identify the four groups of animal-like protists 

and give examples 
 identify the characteristics of plant-like protists 

and list several examples 
 explain the life cycle of a slime mold 
 
 Fungi  
 identify the major characteristics of fungi 
 list similarities and differences of mushrooms, 

yeasts, and molds 
 identify ways in which fungi interact with other 

living things 
 
Plant Kingdom  
 describe the three groups of multicellular algae 
 describe the characteristics of mosses, 

liverworts, and hornworts 
 explain how ferns are different from other 

kinds of plants without seeds 
 describe the structure of roots, stems, and 

leaves 
 provide a general equation for photosynthesis 
 discuss/explain events leading up to the 

formation of seeds 
 describe the four phyla of gymnosperms 
 describe the structure of a typical flower 
 classify plants according to how long it takes 

them to produce flowers and how long they live 
 describe some basic ways in which plants grow 

in response to their environment 
 
Geography 
 explain the purpose and uses of globes and 

different parts of maps in order to 
analyze/contrast between graphic 
representation of a map and the earth 

  define the five themes of geography and the 
structure and movement of the earth in order 
to understand everyday changes of the earth 
(in our area and other parts of the world) due 
to its rotation and revolution 

  define major climate regions of the world 
and examine factors that influence climate 

  describe the concept of culture and 
examine the distribution and measurement 
of the earth’s population in order to 
understand how population affects global 
resources 

  describe physical features, climate, 
economy, and cultural influences of 
different regions in the United States in 
order to gain an understanding of all states 
and compare/contrast these to our region 
of the United States 

  describe the culture and history of the 
Ojibwe people in order for students to 
understand the influences of the Ojibwe on 
our local area 

 use the five themes of geography to define 
the physical geography, climates, and 
cultures of  
a) Latin America  
b) Asia 
c) Southwest Asia and North Africa 
d) Europe 

 understand the influence of the following 
on the world 
a) Latin America  
b) Asia 
c) Southwest Asia and North Africa 
d) Europe 

 
Art 
 create a work of art that communicates 

ideas  
 produce a 3 dimensional paper-mache 

object 
 recognize and use the elements of art and 

principles of design in their work 
 realize connections between the visual arts 

and other disciplines that cause them to 
share a purpose 

 investigate the purposes of art as a 
communication tool 
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 identify  the contributions of artists in society 
 
Music 
 identify, explain, and perform rhythms using 

sixteenth note patterns and rests 
 play a piece of music at a grade 2 using 

appropriate fingerings 
 perform notes marked staccato 
 explain the concept of balance and blend 
 demonstrate a slur 
 perform a piece of music in a legato style 
 participate in three parades and four concerts 
 identify crescendo, decrescendo, medium soft, 

very soft and very loud 
 

Family and Consumer Science 
 
Food and Nutrition 
 analyze factors that influence nutrition and 

wellness practices  
 apply safety and sanitation skills  
 evaluate nutrition principles, food plans and 

preparation techniques 
 apply preparation techniques 
 
Sewing 
 demonstrate skills needed to produce, alter or 

repair textiles products and apparel  
 
Global Language  
 recognize greetings and expressions of courtesy 

and use them in a conversation 
 choose a target language name and learn to 

pronounce it and the names of classmates 
 list words for each sound of the alphabet 
 recite the alphabet and the sounds the letters 

make 
 apply alphabet knowledge to create a bilingual 

alphabet book for students at the Elementary 
School 

 recognize names for classroom objects and 
follow basic classroom commands in the target 
language 

 identify places in the world where the 
target language is spoken and describe 
places to visit and things to do there 

 compare and contrast a holiday in the 
target culture with holidays in the U.S. 

 explain the value of learning a second 
language 

 prepare and describe foods from the target 
culture 

 
Physical Education 
 demonstrate good sportsmanship and 

proper social etiquette in all units 
 demonstrate proper use of equipment and 

safety procedures 
 demonstrate advanced skills during game 

play 
 assess, achieve, and maintain a healthy 

level of physical fitness in pe class 
 describe various parts of a weight training 

program 
 properly use a heart rate monitor during a 

workout 
 

 
Business Information Technology 
 Using touch type method and key 30-35 

WAM (words a minute) at 90-100% accuracy 
 Demonstrate keyboarding proficiency in 

technique and posture while building speed 
 Identify a word processing program and open 

a new word processing file. 
 Format text by changing font, size, and style. 
 Change paragraph justification and line 

spacing. Change the margins for a document. 
 Create a footer that includes an automatic 

page number. 
 Share a document by giving viewing, 

commenting, and editing rights to selected 
individuals or groups. 

 Understand the function and uses of the 
spreadsheet. 



     
School District of Ashland 

 
 Format spreadsheet cells, rows and columns (for 

example as numbers to a certain decimal point or 
as currency.) 

 Create a chart or graph using data in a 
spreadsheet with axes labeled or a legend. 

 Select a print range. 
 Enable and use the commenting feature in online 

documents like GoogleDocs. 
 Explain the features, uses, advantages, and 

disadvantages of multimedia/presentation 
programs and projects. 

 
 
Technology Education  
 Energy and the Environment 

 
 Explain the advantages, disadvantages, and 

differences between exhaustible, inexhaustible, 
renewable, and non-renewable energy sources. 

 Understand the value of energy and demonstrate 
ways they could increase the efficiency of energy 
used in their home and at school. 

 Calculate financial savings and explain effects of 
our carbon footprint as a result of using energy 
efficiently. 

 Design, model and test a wind turbine for 
efficiency while calculating power and work. 

 Identify ways that individuals can reduce the 
effect on the environment through their energy 
choices and garbage disposal. 

 Differentiate between conduction, convection, 
and radiation as forms of energy transfer. 

 Engineer, with team members, a dwelling that 
minimizes heat transfer and prevents an ice cube 
from melting. 
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